
[image: image1.jpg]ADELAIDE
CHAMBER

SINGERS




Media Release 

2006 ACS Season Presents Postcards from the World of Music 

The Adelaide Chamber Singers (ACS) has announced a series of inspiring programs for their 2006 subscription season as well as details of their sixth international concert tour which will see the Choir performing in Canada, the United States and Britain in July. 
ACS Director Carl Crossin said, ‘For our 2006 subscription season, entitled Wish You Were Here, we wanted to share the ‘travel bug’. With seven centuries of music from Spain, Portugal, England, France, America, Italy, Russia and Australia, we celebrate love, life, passion and fulfillment with three inspirational concert programs. These feature perennial favourites by Handel and Monteverdi; a host of new music and a few musical surprises from territory not previously frequented by Adelaide Chamber Singers. 

‘On our overseas tour in early July we’ll be performing at festivals in a wonderful array of venues and locations from Vancouver and Powell River on Canada’s scenic Pacific coast

to the Chapel of Trinity College, Cambridge in England.  In the first two weeks of July alone, we will be meeting and performing with more than forty other choirs from around the world.’

ACS’ 2006 subscription season begins with Heaven and Earth, a concert comprising Canticle (from Requiem) by Peter Sculthorpe; Four Motets on Gregorian Themes by Maurice Duruflé; Maria Magdalene by Francisco Guerrero; Ave virgo sanctissima by Francisco Guerrero and, Sestina: Lagrime d’Amante al Sepolcro dell’Amanta by Claudio Monteverdi.

‘On the eve of our departure for North America, Heaven and Earth blends the spiritual with the emotional, and the divine with the ‘all too human’ in this fascinating program of contrasts.  Soaring polyphony from Renaissance Spain and the tenderness of Duruflé’s chant-inspired motets transcend the frail human drama of Monteverdi’s Sestina (subtitled ‘tears of a lover at the tomb of his beloved’) – a personal expression of Monteverdi’s own love and loss. This will be a wonder-filled musical journey - with a few entertaining and more earthly surprises too! ‘ Carl Crossin
Performances of Heaven and Earth can be heard at 8.00 pm on Friday June 30, and at 6.30 pm on Saturday July 1 in St John’s Church Halifax Street, Adelaide

The second concert in the 2006 series, entitled Visions can be heard at 8.00pm Friday November 24 and at 6.30pm Saturday November 25 St. John’s Church.
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Visions comprises: A vision: Jesus reassures his mother (1999) by Anne Boyd;

Laetatus sum (12-part motet) by Tomas Luis da Victoria; Three motets from the ‘Song of Songs’ by Sebastian de Vivanco; Jubilate Deo (an 8-part motet) by Giovanni Gabrieli; 

Cherubic Hymn by Mikhail Glinka and Otche nash (The Lord’s Prayer) by Antony Arensky, plus…Songs of love and life from Medieval and Renaissance Europe.

‘From the rich, dark, Russian sonority of Glinka and Arensky, the quiet contemplation of Anne Boyd’s Vision, the vibrancy and virtuosity of Gabrieli and Victoria, to the sensuous love and devotion of ‘Courtly Love’, here is a celebration of all that is beautiful and inspirational in chamber vocal music.’ Carl Crossin 

Handel’s Messiah - one of the most sublime musical expressions of love and sacrifice ever composed - brings ACS’ 2006 series to a close.  A joyful and traditional part of celebrating Christmas in Adelaide ACS will present a Messiah with a difference.  In two performances in two lofty, spacious cathedrals, sixteen of Adelaide’s best singers and an exquisite chamber ensemble, will present a powerful, moving, personal and intimate Messiah.

Performances of the Messiah can be heard on 8.00pm Friday 8 December in St. Francis Xavier Cathedral, Victoria Square, and on 8.00pm Saturday 9 December in St Peter’s Cathedral, North Adelaide. 

The Adelaide Chamber Singers have pursued a path to choral excellence for twenty years. Formed in 1985 by its Director Carl Crossin, ACS is regarded as one of Australia’s leading chamber choirs. It has performed at a number of Australia’s major festivals and has toured Britain, Norway, Singapore, Japan and the USA. The choir is frequently heard on ABC Radio and regularly sings with the Adelaide Symphony Orchestra.

The ACS’s 2006 Subscription Series may be booked through BASS from 8 May.

www.adelaidechambersingers.com
For further information:

Neil Ward Publicity 8361 3577, 0438 095 580
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